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Synopsis

The study of sexual physiologya what happens, and why, and how to make it happen bettera <has
been a paying career or a diverting sideline for scientists as far-ranging as Leonardo da Vinci and
James Watson. The research has taken place behind the closed doors of laboratories, brothels,
MRI centers, pig farms, sex-toy R&D labs, and Alfred Kinseya ™s attic.Mary Roach, & ceThe
funniest science writer in the countrya « (Burkhard Bilger of The New Yorker), devoted the past two
years to stepping behind those doors. Can a person think herself to orgasm? Can a dead man get
an erection? Is vaginal orgasm a myth? Why doesna ™t Viagra help womena <or, for that matter,
pandas? In Bonk, Roach shows us how and why sexual arousal and orgasma «two of the most
complex, delightful, and amazing scientific phenomena on eartha «can be so hard to achieve and
what science is doing to slowly make the bedroom a more satisfying place. --This text refers to an

out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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Customer Reviews

This a truly great tale of a first-hand look at science and sex from both the inside and the outside!
Mary Roach provides a humorous and often very personal view--both as a participant and
observer--of humans, animals, and mechanical devices: there is much that you would never have
imagined, and perhaps would rather never of heard of at all. She and her husband Ed have sex in a
20-inch diameter MRI tube in the interests of science. The doctor looks on, makes suggestions, and

finally tells Ed "You may ejaculate now". The author also recounts the experiments by Kinsey is his



attic many years ago and tries to track down the film footage.The author’s great sense of humor
needs to be read to be believed. She spares no one, and particularly not herself or her husband.
She travels to Taiwan to watch an implant operation. In one of the funniest parts[and this says a lot,
since the book will have you howling a lot] she goes to Denmark to watch artificial insemination of
sows. We know this happens with cows, and you might suppose that there’s not much difference
with pigs, but you’d be wrong, very wrong indeed. Suffice it to say that the best results occur, when,
among other things best not mentioned here, the Al person lies down on the sow’s back and fondles
her teats during the process. You may never regard your morning sausage quite the same way
again.The author has a lot of asides that are a delight to read. If you usually skip the footnotes in a
book, you'll miss a lot here. You'll learn a lot--for all the things that might seem frivolous, but which
are not, the book is a scientific one. Roach has a curiosity, an appetite for knowledge, and has the

capability that perhaps most scientists do not have, which is to mix science and humor.

"Not everyone gets their (masturbation study) funding from research grants. Some masturbation
professionals get their funding from the sales of Vibrating Port-A-Pussies and Mr. Fred Jelly Dongs."
- Mary Roach in BONK"To get inside a lubricated vagina, a penis needs to be hard enough to push
against the opening with one to two pounds of force. That is approximately the amount of force
required to open a swinging kitchen door." - Mary Roach in BONKMary Roach is the author of Stiff:
The Curious Lives of Human Cadavers, the enormously instructive and entertaining book on the
uses to which human cadavers are put. As far as I'm concerned, instructive AND entertaining is
about as good as it gets. With BONK, Roach has outdone herself with a read that | couldn’t put
down.Science pursues sex because, after all, it's what makes the world turn. Roach first establishes
the history of the science, which pretty much reached mainstream acceptance with researchers
Alfred Kinsey and then William Masters and Virginia Johnson. (An excellent film about the former,
starring Liam Neeson, is 2004’s Kinsey.
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